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PSYCHOLOGICAL EXPLORATION
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The Impact of In — group and Out - group Social Exclusion on Children’s
Moral Judgment . The Mediating Role of Emotions

Kong Lingfang"* , Liu Hui’
(1. Faculty of Education,Qufu Normal University , Qufu 273165 ;2. School of Teacher Education,
Jining University , Qufu 273155 ;3. Baiyitang Primary School,, Yanzhou 272100)

Abstract ; Social exclusion not only has broad impacts on children’ s cognition, emotion, and behavior but also influences their moral
judgment. Using the acquaintance — rejection paradigm, this study examined the effects of social exclusion and social exclusion crisis
from in — group and out — group sources on 216 children’ s moral judgment,as well as the mediating role of emotions. The findings re-
vealed that compared to acceptance,both social exclusion and social exclusion crisis from in — group and out — group sources led to de-
creased ratings of moral behaviors. Additionally, these forms of exclusion decreased positive emotions and increased negative emotions a-
mong children. Further analysis indicated that positive emotions fully mediated the relationship between social exclusion and moral be-
havior judgment , while partially mediating the relationship between social exclusion crisis and moral behavior judgment. This study re-
veals the emotional mechanism through which social exclusion influences children’ s moral judgment, providing a theoretical basis for
preventing and intervening in moral judgment bias caused by exclusion.

Key words: social exclusion;social exclusion crisis;moral judgment;emotions;in — group and out — group



