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The Possibility of Forbearance from the Perspective of Moral Psychology

——Taking Neo — Confucianism as the Theoretical Resources

Zhang Guichao
(School of Marxism, North China University of Technology, Beijing 100144 )

Abstract ; Traditional Confucian cultivation cannot be separated from the moral practice of forbearance, which means eliminating evil
and striving for good , adhering to morality ,and thus advancing towards the ideal personality of sages. The generation of moral behavior of
forbearance is the result of the combination of knowledge ,emotion and will. The knowledge of forbearance is “knowledge of virtue” and
“true knowledge” ( /1) ,which also contains practical wisdom. According to the position of rationalism,a person who has true knowl-
edge can resist material desires and persevere in doing good deeds. But true knowledge must be implemented on the basis of desire in
order to overcome material desires. The emotion of forbearance is a moral emotion. It is a rational emotion,which can foster the ongoing
deepening of moral cognition and ensure that moral actions involving forbearance are not interrupted. The will of forbearance is moral
will, which is bred in the desire and reflects the spirit of rationality. Moral will exerts strong force of rigidity and persistence in the moral
behavior that can be forborne.

Key words : forbearance ;moral psychology ;neo — confucianism



