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Are Eye Gazes Special

——A Developmental Study

Wang Weiping Su Yanjie

Department of Psychology Peking University Beijing 100871

Abstract This study examined 6 ~9 — year — olds’ attention orienting triggered by centrally presented visual cues FEye gaze hand arrow or

the Chinese character which symbolizes direction. 7 — and 8 — year — olds’ orienting attention to centrally presented cues improved significant-

ly which means 7 year maybe a special stage for attention orienting to centrally presented cues. The 6 — year — olds children exhibited cuing

effect to eye gaze and the effect improved with age. But only 8 — and 9 — year — olds children can orient attention to hand and arrow cue.

And the cuing effect of Chinese character began in 8 — year — olds and enhances significantly for 9 — year — olds. The results suggested that

eye gaze may be a kind of special cues.

Key words centrally presented cue eye gaze social attention reflexive attention orienting volitional attention orienting





