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The Relationship between Faux Pas Understanding and
Executive Function in 7 — to 9 — year — olds

Wang Yifang' > Su Yanjie'
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Abstract To illuminate the relationship between theory of mind and executive function after passing the false belief task Faux pas
tasks Wisconsin Card Sorting Test and Tower of Hanoi tasks were used to explore theory of mind and executive function in 90 chidren
of 7 to 9 years olds. The results showed the scores on faux pas tasks correlated significantly with the performances on the Wisconsin
Card Sorting Test r=0.34 p<0.0l  but not on Hanoi tasks r=0.06 p>0.05 . Significant partial correlations age con-
trolled also existed between faux pas understanding and inhibition — shift ability r=0.29 p <0.05 . The pattern of relationship be-
tween theory of mind and executive function in children of school age was the same to that in preschoolers. These results suggested that
the correlation between theory of mind and executive function might extend from preschoolers to children of school age.
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