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The Relationship between Self —Construal and Motivational

Orientation of Undergraduates

Cao Huaying Zhang Lin
(Department of Psychology,Ningbo University, Ningbo 315211)

Abstract: Self — construal Scale (SCS) and Working Motivation Inventory (WMI) were administrated to 432 undergraduates
and the relationship between self — construal and motivational orientation of undergraduates was examined. The results show: (D
the motivational orientation of undergraduates is closely related to self — construal. The Canonical correlation analysis shows
that 13. 2% variance of motivational orientation is explained by self — construal through three Canonical factors; @ There are
significant differences in motivational orientation among undergraduates with different types of self —construal; The motivation
level of Binary— type self —construal undergraduate is highest and the level of margin— type self —construal undergraduate is
lowest. The motivation level of independent— type self — construal undergraduate is significantly higher than dependent — type
self—construal undergraduate on interpersonal competition and return, while is significantly lower on selected simple task and
concerned others’ evaluation.

Key words: self — construal; intrinsic motivation;extrinsic motivation
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