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Bias Caused by Observers’ Role

Zhang Jieting"” , Wang Xiaojun'*,Chao Meng'

(1. College of Psychology and Sociology ,Shenzhen University ,Shenzhen 518060 ;

2. Shenzhen Key Laboratory of Affective and Social Cognitive Science ,Shenzhen University ,Shenzhen 518060)

Abstract ; Purposes : People’ s belief in a just world( BJW) ,such that “good man should be rewarded” ,are often threatened by events

on innocent victim. This kind of threat on BJW may also have individual difference ,which was related to group affiliation of the innocent

victims,, and accumulated amount of unjust affairs experience. Using an improved emotion Stroop paradigm,the current study aimed to

validate this psychological threat of innocent victim information on BJW , and further investigate the moderation effect on this threat by

the affiliation of the innocents relative to observers,as well as observers’ unjust experience. The results demonstrated that ; (1) Informa-

tion of innocent victims did threaten the observers’ BJW ,no matter the innocence belonged to the same group with the observers or not,

or the observers had unjust experiences or not. (2) Comparing with the out — group innocent victims ,the in — group victims induced more

threat on observers” BJW. (3) Whether observers have unjust experiences or not did not moderate the influence on the in — group ob-

servers’ BJW.

Key words; Belief in a just world ; innocent victims; affiliated group ; unjust experience



