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The Influence of Observations and Independent

Exploration on Preschoolers’ Causal Inference

Chen Shuiping',Liu Yanling' ,Zou Ting' ,Hu Zhujing’

(1. School of Education,Jiangxi Science & Technology Normal University , Nanchang 330038 ;
2. School of Psychology, Jiangxi Normal University , Nanchang 330022 )

Abstract ; Preschoolers use both direct observation and independent exporation to learn causal relationships. Can children integrate in-

formation from two kinds of sources. In order to explore the interaction between contrasting observations and independent exploration in

children’ s causal reasoning, This study adopted one — factor completely randomized design. The results showed that ; under the condition

that only one kind of evidence was obtained ,most of the children inferred causality based on the evidence obtained ; Under the condition

that the two kinds of evidence were obtained,the children could infer causality by integrating information from these sources. But the

effect of independent exploration on children’ s causal reasoning was greater than that of observations.

Key words : preschoolers ; causal Inference ;independent exploration ; observations



