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A Tender Heart; The Effect of Tough and Tender on Moral Judgment
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Abstract . Previous research found that,even the tiny change of external factor could influence moral judgment and moral behavior. The

underlying mechanism of the physical — psychological connection is embodied cognition and metaphorical language. Embodied cognition

emphasize the body experience and metaphorical language emphasize the representational connection of meaning. Experiment 1 manipu-

late the body experience of participants and found that,the participants who stand on a tender cushion tend to make deontology judg-

ment. Experiment 2 prime the meaning of tender and tough,found that, participants in the tender priming tend to tolerate moral wrong-

ness ,feel less disgust and make less punishment. The results indicate that,tough and tender could influence our moral judgment through

embodied cognition and metaphorical language.

Key words: tender ; tough ; embodied cognition ; metaphor ; morality ; moral judgment



