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Advances in Word Segmentation During Chinese Reading

Hu Rui Xiao Shaobei
(School of Psychology ,Hainan Normal University , Haikou 571158 )

Abstract . Word segmentation refers to the process by which readers segment words from sentences or texts during text reading to facili-
tate text reading and processing. This paper summarizes the findings of the research on Chinese word segmentation in the past 20 years,
and finds that.spaces between words ,morpheme characteristics ,word consciousness,and vocabulary expectations can all be used as the
basis for word segmentation ; There are two word segmentation phenomena in Chinese reading,one occurs at word n,and the other occurs
at word n + 1. The interactive activation feature of word processing in the process of segmenting word n is manifested in that character
processing and word processing are equally affected by each other, and the interactive activation feature of word processing in the
process of segmenting word n + 1 is more manifested as word processing affecting character processing; overlapping ambiguous word
segmentation exists on the left Segmentation preference , moreover lapping ambiguous word segmentation is affected by word frequency
and context.

Key words: Chinese reading; word segmentation;lexical processing;eye movement



