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New Bulgarian University.

Developmental Characteristics and the Role of Cue on Young
Children’ s Catagory Learning of Axisymmetric Relationships

Wu Baomin Liu Wanlun
(School of Psychology,Zhejiang Normal University,Jinhua 321004 )

Abstract ; The symmetric sample matching paradigm( SMTS) was used in this study to investigate the developmental characteristics of
children’ s categorical learning of axisymmetric relationships and the role of cuing through two experiments. The results show that; (1)
Children’ s learning of axisymmetric relation category is a gradual development process. Three — year — old children are unable to choose
axisymmetric relation matching and are at a random level. Children as young as 5 are already able to master the axisymmetric relation-
ship categories. 4 years old is in the critical period of development based on similarity matching to axisymmetric relationship classifica-
tion. (2) The developmental order of children’ s perception of axial symmetry is: vertical axial symmetry,horizontal axial symmetry,and
oblique axial symmetry. (3) Cues can promote the learning of axisymmetric relationship categories in 3 — and 4 — year — old children,
and the promoting effects of different types of axisymmetric relationship categories are inconsistent. (4) Children’ s classification strategy
has changed from similarity based to category based.

Key words: young children;category learning; axisymmetric relation ; development characteristics ; cue



